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Factors influencing the life skills accumulation
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Abstract

This article aims to determine factors influencing the life skills accumulation in the
modern society of returning migrants working abroad. A quantitative methodology was

employed with individual units of analysis. The sample consisted of 420 returning migrants

who were returning from abroad in Chaiyaphum province, a province based in the Northeastern
region of Thailand. The research tool was an interview schedule that has been verified for

content validity and reliability, with a Cronbach's alpha value of 0.902. Multiple regression and
descriptive statistics were both used to analyze the data. The findings showed that the average
age of returning migrants from overseas was 43.6 years, and 56.2 per cent of them were male.
Of these, 33.1 per cent completed primary education. Over half of them legally traveled to work
overseas, especially in East Asia nations (94.0 per cent). 52.1 per cent of migrant workers who
have returned have only ever worked overseas once. Over 50 per cent of the returning migrants
had a medium degree of self-esteem (53.8 per cent) and expected a medium level of benefits
from working overseas 46.4 per cent. A moderate level of life skills had been accumulated by
more than half of the returning migrants. However, more than 40.0 per cent accumulated life
skills at a low level. Factors influencing the life skills accumulation in modern society of

returning migrants working abroad were male, number of years of study, legal immigration,
number of times they immigrated, and self-esteem. All independent variables could explain the

variation in life skills accumulation among returning migrants at 32.6 per cent (R-square =0.326).
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